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The Positive Aspects of Swearing

Ignorant, immature, disrespectful, lazy, obscene, all are words some people employ in describing the use of profanity. How can someone neglect a part of speech that helps people describe some of their most defining moments. How effective would Rhett Butler’s final reference to Scarlet O’ Hare in the big screen classic Gone With the Wind have been if Clark Gable had taken leave with these words “ Frankly, I don’t give a darn!” It loses a little of its dramatic punch, does it not? Clearly, profanity, or swearing as it is more commonly called, is a vital component of the English language because swearing conveys powerful emotions and emphasizes a wide variety of expressions. There are numerous misconceptions about swearing. First, that it is shows disrespect; second, that it is just lazy speech; and lastly, that it shows that the speaker has a limited, or minute vocabulary. These are all plausible assumptions on the surface, but they are quickly proven inaccurate upon deeper examination. In fact a well placed profane word can spice up a rather dull statement making it exciting, funny, or even dramatic. Most people do not simply use swearing to offend people. Swearing can be used when the speaker is happy, excited, or even disappointed.

Many people say that swearing is disrespectful, and this is true in some specific circumstances. People sometimes ignore the fact that there must be a reason besides social acceptance that profanity is used. People say the words out of surprise or excitement, not because they mean to offend or look stupid, but because it is natural. For instance, if a young child is cleverly using profane language towards an adult, many people are not amused. In most cases, if a child uses profanity, he receives punishment, In this way, he will learn responsibility not only in speech, but also in life. That is the only situation in which swearing should be frowned upon. Children should not be allowed to use profanity, because it is a behavior that takes some finesse to employ. Most children are ill-equipped to determine when and where profanity is acceptable. Consequently, they should not be exposed to it, either. Swearing amongst adults who share similar values, is fine.  Swearing should be classified as just normal everyday speech, and any adult should be able to use it without being scorned or singled out.

Another argument commonly used against profanity is that swearing reflects lazy or tired speech. This is completely untrue because in order to swear (properly) there must be a tremendous amount of effort and expression put forth. When someone swears, he   exercises more expression than when they use other, more common words. It does not make any sense. Sometimes people swear out of blind rage or fury. However, swearing is not used only in times of anger, sorrow, and despair. It can be used it times of happiness, amazement, or excitement. For instance, when someone gets his bike stolen, he does not simply say “Dang! Someone stole my bike.” More likely a swearer would utter, “G*d****t! Someone stole my F*****g bike.” The two phrases just are not the same. The second phrase conveys all the anger and frustration for which the occasion calls. Knowing which term to use, and even where to place it for proper syntax, takes some serious effort. In addition, the user must take into account his location and company before choosing the best expletive for the occasion. The use of profanity is most definitely not for the lazy among speakers. 

The most prevalent argument amongst the non profane crowd is that people use profanity because they have a limited vocabulary. Where did this assumption come from? Some of the most intelligent people in the last century and this one have used profanity. Take for instance the prolific 20th century writer Ernest Hemingway once said “I've tried to reduce profanity but I reduced so much profanity when writing the book that I'm afraid not much could come out. Perhaps we will have to consider it simply as a profane book and hope that the next book will be less profane or perhaps more sacred.” While obviously being sarcastic, he nonetheless drives the point home. There is also another truly, extremely intelligent person who uses profanity, and that is the wonderful Ms. Hunter, the dazzlingly gifted English teacher at Arenac Eastern High School….though, being an astute student of the practice, she also refrains from employing it at inappropriate times and places.

Even imagination is aided by profanity. To make profanity humorous in usage, some creative licensing is usually required. For a joke with a curse to be funny, the curse has to be in the right spot. So naturally it makes people think more about sentence construction and imaginative ways to use a swear word. This shows that swearing is not only argumentative in usage but can make a funny joke even more humorous. If the profanity is used at the appropriate time and in the appropriate joke that is. No one wants to hear a joke where there is a blatant misusage of a swear word. It is just ridiculous and not amusing. 


Swearing is not ignorant or immature, nor is it disrespectful or lazy. It takes a talented, mature, and responsible mind to know the times and places in which profanity is acceptable. Thinking, discussing, and reasoning all are improved with the addition of the responsibility of being a user of profane language. Swearing is far from obscene. Rather it is requisite to a good, well-rounded personality. Profanity provides an extreme amount of texture within the bland, sometimes boring study of language. 

